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28th August 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I hope you and your family have had an enjoyable summer holiday so far and are feeling ready for the return to school. 

We are very much looking forward to safely welcoming all our pupils back on Thursday 3rd September (for pupils in 

years 7 and 11) and Friday 4th September (for those in years 8, 9 and 10). 

 

Ahead of this, I wanted to write to you today to provide an update on the wearing of face coverings in and around 

school, following an update.  The Department for Education (DfE) has said the use of face coverings in schools are 

generally not necessary, as the robust safety and hygiene measures that have been implemented, including pupils and 

staff keeping in consistent groups (bubbles), social distancing and undertaking regular hand washing, will help control 

the spread of any virus.    

 

The DfE are encouraging parents to visit gov.uk/backtoschool for information and practical guidance to help plan for 

their children’s return to school. This includes the latest update to the guidance for parents and carers on what they 

need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges in the autumn term.  

 

The Government guidance has been updated, however, to state that in areas of the country where the transmission 

of the virus is high and local lockdowns have been implemented, that face coverings should be worn by all pupils and 

staff when moving around the school. In the event of a local lockdown being implemented here, we would 

communicate with parents, pupils and staff immediately and would provide disposable masks in the first instance.  

 

We do understand, however, that some parents, pupils and staff may feel more comfortable if they have the option 

to wear a face covering on their return to school in September if necessary, including in areas where social distancing 

may not always be possible and pupils may feel more comfortable wearing one. Whilst not compulsory, face coverings 

will therefore be permitted where appropriate. This includes communal areas, such as in corridors, as pupils move 

between bubble classrooms or in any outside space.  Facemasks will not be needed within the classroom where there 

will be social distancing between pupils and their teacher. Pupils are not required to socially distance from pupils in 

their bubble. If a pupil or staff member does strongly feel that they would like to wear a face covering in the classroom, 

however, then appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 

It is very important that when wearing a face covering at school, your child understands the correct way to wear, 

handle and store them, as if they are handled incorrectly it may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission. For 

information on wearing, handling and washing reusable face coverings, additional information is included at the end 

of this letter and I would also encourage you to read the following Government guidance: https://bit.ly/3guiK61 . 

 

Additionally, as they are not mandatory in areas of low transmission, and your child should already have an appropriate 

face covering for other settings such as shops, they will need to be provided by yourselves, rather than the school. 

Those using school transport must wear their face coverings whilst using the transport (bus, minibus or taxi). We would 

ask that the face coverings are multiple use, are as plain as possible, and are non-branded. If you would like your child 

to wear a face covering but are unable to access one, please do contact the school directly so that we can provide the 

necessary support.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://bit.ly/3guiK61


 

  

We completely appreciate that these continue to be extraordinary times, and whilst the return to school in September 

will be a somewhat different to what we all know, we want to ensure that we make the best possible start to the new 

academic year for your child. 

 

The safety and wellbeing of our pupils, and staff, continues to be our absolute priority and we have worked tirelessly 

over the last few months to have all safety measures in place so that we can safely welcome your child back to school 

come September.   If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to get in 

touch. 

  

Whilst I have your attention, I would like to remind you of some of the communications that were issued at the end 

of term regarding arrangements for September.  Please remind yourselves and your children about the site 

arrangements: Year 7 and Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 and Year 11. Please also see the letter I wrote to you at the end 

of last term THOA - Opening Information for September 2020. Please also check out our Facebook page for orientation 

videos that are to be released shortly. Staff will also brief our pupils fully on their return to school.   If pupils are late 

to school, they will need to report to the Academy Reception.  Pupils being collected during the school day for 

medical/dental appointments will be via the Academy Reception so that they can be signed in and out safely. 

 

Furthermore, a quick reminder about uniform.  Our uniform list is in our pupil handbook (page 8) THOA Pupil 

Handbook. Please do not let your child return to school with any unnatural hair colouring, extreme hair styles or facial 

piercings. Likewise, please do not purchase black leather trainers. Although “polishable”, we do not consider trainers 

to be part of the school uniform. Our pupils present themselves very smartly and have high standards of appearance 

but please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns about uniform. 

   

Please don’t worry if you do not have the correct PE kit for the first week; no pupils will need their kit on Thursday 3rd 

or Friday 4th September.  The PE team will reassure pupils about kit requirements and when they need to wear it.   I 

understand there may be some delivery issues for the new kit. Keep us informed if you are struggling with this and 

please attend in alternative appropriate PE/sports gear if your kit does not arrive on time.   

 

Due to the bubble arrangement in school, we will be unable to issue lockers to pupils. However, with pupils wearing 

their PE kit for the whole day when they have PE timetabled, there will be less to carry. Pupils will be able to leave 

coats and bags in their bubble classrooms should they wish to. Please ensure everything is named.   

 

Please can I also remind you of our new lunch time arrangements, links for ordering hot food will be sent out via 

Facebook, Edulink and email next week – please see the letter on the following link for more information: Letter about 

ordering hot food.  

 

I appreciate there is a lot to get used to and it will take time; we expect and understand this is the case.  I assure you 

that your child will be fully supported on their return to school and we will do whatever it takes to ensure they settle 

quickly and happily.  

 

I do hope you enjoy the rest of the holiday and I very much look forward to welcoming your child back to school on 

either Thursday or Friday of next week.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Vicki Dean 

Principal  

 

https://www.tenburyhighormistonacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/year7-8-site-plan-sept-2020.pdf
https://www.tenburyhighormistonacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/year9-10-site-plan-sept-2020.pdf
https://www.tenburyhighormistonacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/year11-site-plan-sept-2020.pdf
https://www.tenburyhighormistonacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/thoa-letter-opening-information-for-sept-2020.pdf
https://www.tenburyhighormistonacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/thoa-pupil-handbook-2020-21-v5.pdf
https://www.tenburyhighormistonacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/thoa-pupil-handbook-2020-21-v5.pdf
https://www.tenburyhighormistonacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/thoa-food-information-september-2020.pdf
https://www.tenburyhighormistonacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/thoa-food-information-september-2020.pdf


 

  

 

How to wear a face covering 

 

A face covering should: 

• cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably 

• fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face 

• be secured to the head with ties or ear loops 

• be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton 

• ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organisation recommends three depending on 

the fabric used) 

• unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric washing 

instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged 

When wearing a face covering you should: 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a face 

covering on 

• avoid wearing on your neck or forehead 

• avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could be contaminated 

with the virus 

• change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it 
• avoid where possible taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession  

When removing a face covering: 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before removing 

• only handle the straps, ties or clips 

• do not give it to someone else to use 

• if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle 

• if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature appropriate for the 
fabric 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once removed 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own

